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PART IX. The Royal Forces

Contrast
between
First and
Second
World War.

doctrine with regard to the powers of the military to impose their
will on civilians.
In 1914 the range of offences triable by court-martial at first grew
in number, but within seven months of the outbreak of war the right
to trial by jury In a civil court had been restored to British subjects.
In 1939 it was not intended to deprive the ordinary courts of juris-
diction, but the threat of invasion in the next year necessitated pro-
vision to guard against a breakdown in the ordinary administration
of justice, and a solution was found which stopped short of sub-
stituting courts-martial for the ordinary courts. Thus within a few
months of the outbreak of both wars trial in the ordinary courts
was safeguarded except in the event of invasion. In 1915 courts-
martial were to replace the civil courts in that event. In 1940 special
civil courts were substituted, except that enemy aliens could for the
most grave of all war-time offences be tried by court-martial.